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God speaks to each of 
us as he makes us, 
then walks with us si-
lently out of the night. 
 
These are the words we 
dimly hear: 
 
You, sent out beyond 
your recall, 
go to the limits of your 
longing. 
 
Embody  
 
Flare up like a flame 
and make big shadows 
I can move in. 
 
Let everything happen 
to you: beauty and ter-
ror. 
Just keep going. No 
feeling is final. 
 
Don’t let yourself lose 
me. 
Nearby is the country 
they call life. 
 
You will know it by its 
seriousness. 
 
Give me your hand. 
  

The Voice 
   on the Village Green  
 
Nashville United Methodist Church 
36 S. Jefferson St. 
PO Box 518 
Nashville, IN. 47448 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1  
 

New Church Office Hours 
Tuesday -- Friday  

9:00 - 12:00 noon 

Church office closed Mondays.  

Pastor Mary's Cell Phones:  

812-994-9009 (home) 

317-340-1717 

 

Welcome, Joshua! 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is delighted to announce that Joshua Lane has 
been hired as our new administrative assistant.  Joshua began work on January 7, and 
will be working on Wed, Thurs, and Friday.  You can reach him at the church office, of 
course -- 988-4666  -- or by email at joshua.lane@nashvilleumc.com.  The general email 
for the church will continue to be nashvillemetho@sbcglobal.net so he can be 
reached with that email as well.  

Joshua is a 2014 graduate of Morningside College in Sioux City, IA with a double major 
in religious studies and philosophy, and he has an M.A. in religious studies from the 
University of Denver.  He is a writer, a graphic designer and has experience in the res-
taurant industry, in fund-raising, and in the vintage video game community and mar-
ket.  

Joshua grew up in Iowa and has spent time in Brown County through the years. His fa-
ther, Nathan Lane, lives in Brown County and Joshua is the nephew of Tammera Lane, 
our Director of Music.  Welcome, Joshua!   

 

 

 

Week of 
Prayer for 
Christian 

Unity 
 

January 18-
24, 2021 

 
 

Watch your  
 

email  
 

for daily  
 

prayers 
 

 and  
 

meditations 
 

mailto:joshua.lane@nashvilleumc.com
mailto:nashvillemetho@sbcglobal.net


2 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident….”   
 
Those are familiar words in American thought and  even 
for American school children if they are paying attention 
to their work.  The “truth” to which the words refer are, 
of course, life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.   
 
I’d like to pause at the adjective “self-evident.” We might 
ask what kind of knowledge is self-evident.  I’m guessing 
that we can could turn to the educators in our congrega-
tion and they would say “not much.”  
 
Take the 3-year-old who has happily memorized her fa-
vorite story and “reads” it to her dolls.  “Look, Mommy, I 
can read.”  While her delight is a step along the way, the 
truth is she can’t read. It will take hours of learning the 
alphabet, sounding out words, connecting content and 
meaning with signs and symbols before her claim be-
comes true. To gain truth takes a great deal of effort, 
study, observation, thought and practice -- and a meas-
ure of  humility and courage along the way.  
 
Christians are a “people of the Book.”  That is, it is funda-
mental to practicing the Christian faith to learn -- to un-
derstand the scripture through study, prayer, conversa-
tion with other Christians about what the Word reveals 
to us about God and about ourselves. It is easy enough to 
call oneself a Christian and even make that initial com-
mitment but Christian maturity still requires effort, study, 
observation, thought and practice -- and a measure of 
humility and courage along the way. 
 
The apostle Paul is a good example of a Christian whose 
thought and practice is worthy of study. He wrote to the 
Corinthians:  
 

 ... God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, ...has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 
So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God. - 
   -2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Ambassadors, not warriors.  [Interestingly, even when 
soldier and armor metaphors are used in scripture, fol-

Love God,  Love Others,  

Pass It On! 

lowers of Jesus are challenged to be a different kind of 
warrior -- a warrior standing fast for God, not for the 
ruler. See, for example, Ephesians 6.] 
 
We are in the midst of some very trying times.  Howev-
er, the demands of discipleship will always ask us to 
seek the truth, to learn what is truly needed by those 
who are suffering and to act sacrificially to demon-
strate God’s will and God’s love rather than our own 
personal preferences. It takes effort, study, observa-
tion, thought and practice -- and a measure of humility 
and courage.  

January Birthdays 

01-02 Becky Courtney-Knight 

 Betty Logan 

 Heather Young-Deckard 

 Pamela Boer 

01-04 Sharon Zeigler 

01-07 Lois Gredy 

01-08 James Lawrence 

01-09 Christy Tarter 

01-10 Jillian Wright 

 Laura Young 

01-11 Wesley Simmonds 

01-12 Aaron Shaffer 

 Archer Karl 

 Diana Wright 

01-15 Dennis Rhodes 

 Jacob Tarter 

01-17 Dave Richards 

01-18 Tom Connor 

01-21 A. J.  Miller 

01-22 George Rice 

01-23 Tom Crawford 

01-25 Phyllis Taylor 

 Ray Zeigler 

01-28 Abraham Oliver 

 John Douglas 

01-29 Laura Zeigler 

01-30 Jeannie Stamm 

 

January Anniversaries 
 

01-04 Shannon & Jonathan Browning 

01-17 Phyllis & Kent Taylor 

 

In Memoriam  
 

Annella “Nel” Hamilton 
 

November 24,1930—January 14, 2021 
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Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity 

January 17-24, 2021 

 

Every year Christians around 
the world join together in a 
week of prayer for Christian 
unity.  This year the Week of 
Prayer is January 17-24.  A 
monastic community in Swit-
zerland has prepared daily 
devotions with scripture and 
prayer for each day.   

 

Next week you will receive 
these meditations and prayers 
each day so that you can in-
corporate them into your daily 
devotional time. This is a 
wonderful way to be in prayer 
with other Christians around 
the world.  Although we know 
that we are divided in many 
ways, we are called to pray 
for unity and seek unity and 
faithfulness to the Good News 
of Jesus Christ.  

We are called to be One in 
Christ. Let us pray for this 
hope to become reality 
through the grace of God. 

 

Watch your email for daily 
prayer and meditation 
guides! 

What is  

Our Life Together 

The Bible Project? 

 
What better way to spend a year in 
which social distancing continues 
than to read the Bible!   
 
There are many ways to do that!  
One good way is to use the re-
sources of The Bible Project.   
 
They will send you emails each 
week — links to a video, introduc-
tions to each book as you read and 
even questions for discussion and 
reflection so you can find a Bible-
reading partner or group!  Zoom is 
a great way to connect with people.   
 
There’s a lot happening in our 
world and we can wring our hands 
or dig deep into what the Bible says 
about the God who redeems us ("to 
redeem" means literally to deliver 
from slavery), God who saves us 
(salvation meaning literally to be 
rescued from danger, and God who 
loves us (with a love that will not let 
us go).  
 
You can sign up for The Bible Pro-
ject  yearlong plan here:   
https://bibleproject.com/reading-
plans/ 

If there are those who want to do 
the Read the Bible in a Year and 
would like a small group discussion, 
I would be happy to set that up and 
participate.  Just let me know of 
your interest 
at mary.cartwright@nashvilleumc.c
om or call me at 317-340-1717.  

  
So What is the Bible Project?  
It’s a a nonprofit ed-tech organi-
zation and animation studio that 
produces 100% free Bible vide-
os, podcasts, blogs, classes, and 
educational Bible resources to 
help make the biblical story ac-
cessible to everyone, every-
where. From their website:  
 
From page one to the final word, 
we believe the Bible is a unified 
story that leads to Jesus. This 
diverse collection of ancient 
books overflows with wisdom for 
our modern world. As we let the 
biblical story speak for itself, we 
believe the message of Jesus will 
transform individuals and entire 
communities. 
 
Many people have misunder-
stood the Bible as a collection of 
inspirational quotes or a divine 
instruction manual dropped from 
heaven. Most of us gravitate to-
ward sections we enjoy while 
avoiding parts that are confusing 
or even disturbing. 
 
Our Bible resources help people 
experience the Bible in a way 
that is approachable, engaging, 
and transformative. We do this 
by showcasing the literary art of 
the Scriptures and tracing the 
themes found in them from be-
ginning to end. 

https://bibleproject.com/reading-plans/
https://bibleproject.com/reading-plans/
mailto:mary.cartwright@nashvilleumc.com
mailto:mary.cartwright@nashvilleumc.com
https://bibleproject.com/all-videos/
https://bibleproject.com/all-videos/
https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/
https://bibleproject.com/blog/
https://bibleproject.com/classroom/
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/
https://bibleproject.com/other-resources/
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COVID-19 Update: An 
 Encouragement from 

Bishop Trimble 
 

Dear Indiana United Methodists, 
                                   
We are in a new year with new chal-
lenges and opportunities. May 2021 
be a year of blessing, generosity, and 
adaptability.  
  
I share this message as COVID-19 cas-
es continue to increase and hospitals 
are near capacity. As your bishop who 
cares for you and the well-being of all 
of our families and communities, I ask 
you to stay the course with an abun-
dance of caution.     
  
I know it has been difficult not 
meeting in gathered sanctuary wor-
ship. Please continue moving forward 
for the foreseeable future using adap-
tive ways of connecting. I believe it to 
be the better part of wisdom to con-
tinue to not meet in person at your 
churches.  
  
It may be months down the road, but 
there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
God is able, even in dark times. May 
we choose to be a blessing by reach-
ing out and calling or writing or com-
municating support for one anoth-
er. “The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome 
it” (John 1:5). 
  
Be encouraged, 
  
Bishop Julius C. Trimble 
Resident Bishop of Indiana Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church 

Our Life Together, p. 2 

Harry Norris has moved to Minne-
apolis where he and Jane lived for 
many years.  Harry has emerged 
from retirement to serve as the 
Chief Operating Officer at a small 
med-tech company there.  Says Har-
ry, "so I am drinking from a fire-
hose in new information, new tech-
nology and most importantly, the 
engineers and scientist I love to 
work with!" Both of Harry's children 
as well as his new grandson await 
him in Minneapolis so this new job 
also will give him more time with his 
family.  Harry and Jane recently dis-
solved their marriage and Jane will 
be moving to the Evansville area to 
live near her sister -- when she is 
not visiting that new grandson once 
travel is possible again. 

Many of you know Harry's beautiful 
speaking voice as he has often 
blessed us with the reading of scrip-
ture/serving as liturgist.  Harry has 
also served for the past year as the 
chairperson of our Finance Com-
mittee and we're grateful for his 
expertise and his commitment to 
stewardship and generous giv-
ing.  You can reach out to Harry by 
email at harrynorris877@msn.com.   

We pray God's blessing on Harry, on 
Jane and on Dick and Carol as they 
make the transition to a new chap-
ter in each of their lives. We are 
thankful for the many ways they 
have blessed our faith community 
and have offered their friend-
ship.  May the peace of Christ sur-
round each one of you!  

Saying Good-Bye is 
Hard to Do! 

 

When friends and co-workers in 
Christ move away, it's always hard 
to say goodbye. However, saying 
goodbye is also an opportunity to 
share how much friendship means 
to us.  We have that opportunity 
now with Dick and Carol Routh and 
with Harry Norris and Jane Norris. 

 

Dick and Carol have moved to the 
Grand Rapids, MI area to live closer 
to their daughters. You can reach 
out to them by email 
at iuonmymind@yahoo.com.   

Dick was instrumental in the 
church's stewardship campaigns 
over the years and has shared with 
us his commitment to generous 
giving in so many ways. 

Carol offered some of the most en-
gaging and inspiring book reviews 
for the United Methodist Women 
that I've ever heard.  I know that all 
of you could share other memories 
and stories as well. Of course both 
of them are well known for their 
love of all things IU!  

mailto:harrynorris877@msn.com
mailto:iuonmymind@yahoo.com
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COVID SPREAD        
CONTINUE TO CREATE 
CHALLENGES FOR IN-

PERSON WORSHIP  
 

 
1.  NUMC AT-HOME       
WORSHIP GUIDES 

AVAILABLE 
 

Do your computer skills or in-
ternet access make it difficult to 
watch our Live Streaming of 
Sunday worship? A new At-
Home Worship is now available 
that you can receive for regular 
US mail. The guide includes 
the words to the songs that will 
be sung on Sunday, the scrip-
ture readings, prayers and 
even church announcements!  
 
The NUMC At-Worship Guide 
is mailed every two weeks. If 
you are not currently receiving 
the guide but would like to do 
so, please call the church office 
and leave a message or talk 
with Pastor Mary.  That’s 812-
988-4666.   
 

2. Live Stream for      
Worship or  

Watch as Recording 
 

Thanks to our wonderful tech 
team, each week our Live 
Streaming gets better.  You can 

in December.  Thanks also to 
church staff and volunteer 
officers for keeping expenses 
to a minimum.   

Your commitment to the 
church’s ministry really 
makes a difference! If you 
have not yet pledged your 
support for 2021, we hope 
you’ll send in your pledge 
card as soon as possible. 
And remember, online giving 
is an option! 

 

NUMC Finance Team 

 

Mt. Mission Truck      
Arrives on Feb. 8 

 
Pleasel place donations in 
a closed box and bringi to 
the church before Feb. 8th. 
If you can help load the 
truck, please contact Linda 
Wescott at 812-988-0918.   

participate in worship from your 
home on your computer or 
smart phone by going to the 
church website, 
www.nashvilleumc.com at 9:30 
a.m. on Sundays and clicking 
on the YouTube logo:  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The recording version of the 
YouTube LiveStream is availa-
ble throughout the week.  
 

 
YEAR-END 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 
 

Thank you for helping the 
Nashville United Methodist 
Church to meet financial chal-
lenges in 2020.  Due to COVID, 
our in-person Sunday morning 
offerings were down substan-
tially.    Many of you heard the 
call to increase your giving.   
 
We are pleased to report that 
the church ended the year with 
a deficit of only $1,738.  We are 
pleased because our operating 
expenses over income at the 
end of November was $13,586!  
 
This was achieved with addi-
tional pledges of $18,332 re-
ceived in December that result-
ed in a balance of $189,229 on 
Dec. 31, compared to a bal-
ance of $170,897 at the end of 
November.  Total income for 
the year was $240,542, com-
pared to $212,211 at the end of 
November.   
 
The church was able to come 
close to a balanced budget due 
to a sizable increase in giving 

Our Life Together, p. 3 

ONLINE GIVING  
 

Go to 

www.nashvilleumc.com 

and click the online giving 

button.  It’s easy and 

quick!   
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Thank you!   

 

The following thank you 
notes have been received 
in the church office:   

 

Thank you for your generous 
Christmas gift to each of the 
church staff members.  We so 
appreciate your encouragement 
and support.  It is a joy and and 
a blessing to service the Nash-
ville United Methodist Church 
as we seek to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ together!   

 

Pastor Mary     David 

   Amanda             Tammera 

Paula               Annette 

~~~~ 
  
Dear Nashville UMC,  
Friday’s bagels were PER-
FECT! Thank you so much for 
thinking of us. There were en-
joyed by all!   
 
BC JR High School  
 

~~~ 
 

Thank you for brightening our 
Friday with some bagels!  
 
BCJHS Staff 
 

~~~ 
 

Thank you to the NUMC Tech 
Team and Musicians who made 
our worship services possible 
during the month of December 
and on Christmas Eve.  You 
rock!  
 

~~~ 
 
 

 
 

Our Life Together, p. 4 

New DVDs in the Library 

 

Church Library News  

Three new DVDs are now available 
from our church library:  

• The Singing Revolution -- the 
story of Estonia’s struggle for 
independence and how music 
helped the Estonians keep their 
identity alive.  

• Sweet Honey in the Rock:  Raise 
Your Voice -- a portrait of the 
world renowned vocal group’s 
30th anniversary year and how 
the group’s breathtaking sound 
and strong message celebrates 
the power of song.  

• Following the Ninth -- a docu-
mentary film about the power 
of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
to inspire and transform people 
and movements across the 
world.   

Each of these films was part of our 
Advent Film Festival.  Two more 
films, Defiant Requiem and Girls on 
the Wall, are not available by DVD 
but are available on YouTube or Am-
azon Prime. Even though the Advent 
Film Festival is over, the opportunity 
to view and reflect on these power-
ful documentaries is still available.  

 

Benchmark Family     
Services Seeks Foster    

Families  

 

Creating a home for foster 
children is a calling and a 
wonderful gift. The need is 
great and the supply is foster 
families is small. Benchmark 
Family Services as well as 
other fostering organizations 
are seeking new foster fami-
lies. If you are interested, ad-
ditional information is available 
in the church office.   

Prayer Concerns 
 
Jim and Lu Brunnemer 
Drew Bochmann and family  
Dorothy Babcock’s sister 
Jan Swigert  
Chet Kylander and his family 
as they care for him  
Dick and Laura Young at the 
death of Dick’s Uncle Fred 
Laura Young’s cousin Carol 
Jan Greenlee’s friend Stepha-
nie 
Susan Beck’s daughter  
Sue who has cancer  
Lu Brunnemer’s friend Sarah 
All those grieving the death of 
Nel Hamilton  
All those suffering with Covid 
The political situation in the 
US 

Human Relations Day 
Sunday, January 17 

 
Not long ago the world watched as a 
police officer placed his knees for 8 
minutes and 46 seconds on an un-
armed African American man while 
he pleaded for his life. He later died 
from the knee that was placed on his 
neck.  

The United Methodist Church's re-
sponse was swift. The headline on 
umcmission.org read, "Standing 
against racial injustice: Global Minis-
tries offers grants through the United 
Methodist Voluntary Services pro-
gram."  The grants funded from the 
annual Human Relations Day (HRD) 
offering were offered to United Meth-
odist annual conferences to provide 
resources for peaceful demonstra-
tions, food, access to medication, 
and rebuilding efforts for communi-
ties impacted negatively. 

Your generous gifts to Human Rela-
tions Day offering make it possible 
for the church to respond with efforts 
to combat racism.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 
New Years 
Day 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 

Epiphany  
Sunday 
 
9/930 classes 
via Zoom 
10:30 Worship 

4 5 6 
 
Epiphany of 
the Lord 
 
6 pm NUMY 

7 8 
 
Scrap-
bookers 

9 

10 
 
Baptism of the 
Lord 
9/9?30 classes 
via Zoom 
10:30 Worship 

11 
 
Human Traf-
ficking Aware-
ness Day 

12 13 
 
 
6pm NUMY 

14 
 
 
 

15 

 

 
 
 

    
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
2nd Sunday 
after the 
Epiphany 
 
9/9:30 Classes 
via Zoom 
10:30 Worship 

18 
 
Martin Luthor 
King Jr’s Birth-
day Observance 

19 20 
 
 
6pm NUMY 
 
Week of Prayer 
for Christian 
Unity 
Jan. 18th-25th 

21 
 
Trustees 
7p.m. 

22 23 

24 
3rd Sunday after 
the Epiphany 
9/9?30 classes 
via Zoom 
10:30 Worship 
Ecumenical 
Sunday 

25 26 
 
Church 
Council 

27 
 
 
 
6 pm NUMY 

28 
 
 
 
6:30 SPRC 

29 30 

31 

4th Sunday after 
the Epiphany 
9/9?30 classes 
via Zoom 
10?30 Worship  

   

   

January 2021 


