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THE VOICE ON THE 
VILLAGE GREEN 

“IN-PERSON” WORSHIP BEGINS ON JULY 5, 9:30 a.m. 
We begin in-person worship on Sunday, July 5. The worship services will be at 9:30 a.m. 
with classes and small groups meeting either before or after the worship services. You can 
also attend worship ONLINE at 9:30 a.m. by going to the church website at 
www.nashvilleumc.com and click on the button that says “Attend Worship Now.” The service 
will also be recording for those who wish to watch later.  

You can also go to the church’s Facebook page and click the button that says “Attend 
Worship Now.” If you plan to attend worship in-person, remember:  

• Plan to wear a face mask.  

• Plan to sit and stand at least 6 feet from the next person (other 
than family members with whom you live).  

• Stay at home if you are ill.  

• Make careful judgments about your own health and 
vulnerability to illness as to whether or not it is safe for you to 
attend worship in-person.  
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Guidelines for Re-Opening the NUMC 
Building For Worship 

The guidelines for returning to in-person 
worship are based on two things:  

1) The church is the people — not the building. 
We are followers of Jesus Christ called to 
love God, love others and pass on the Good 
News to others. We are NEVER closed to 
that work.  

2) Three values are of particular importance:   

• Safety and consideration for All  
• Personal Responsibility  
• Grace in the Midst of Change  

What Preparations Have Been Made?  

• The building has been deep-cleaned. 
• Hand-sanitizer and cloth face coverings 

(masks) will be available at every entrance.  
• Social distancing will be maintained with 

the use of floor signs and seat markings. 
Please follow the directions given.  

• Individual cups and wafers will be used for 
the celebration of Holy Communion with 
special procedures in place for social 
distancing and sanitation.  

What Will be Asked of You?  
• Please do not attend if you have a fever, 

are ill or suspect that you have been 
exposed to Covid-19.  

• Wear a cloth face covering (mask). If you 
do not bring your own, one will be provided 
for you.  

• Wash hands carefully before and after 
worship.  

• Be patient with restrictions. They’re 
inconvenient for everyone but are intended 
to keep everyone healthy.  

• Take care of yourself and make decisions 
about attending that protect your health 
and that of the people around you. 

What About Other Building Use?  

The church building will remain closed to non-
church groups until August. Use of the building 
for the fall will be considered based on CDC 
and state guidelines, local conditions and 
decisions made by the BC School Corporation.  

Worship Plans for July, 2020  

Two guests preachers will bless us with 
their leadership during July.  Pastor Mary 
will be on vacation from July 6-28. Worship 
services will be IN PERSON and ONLINE at 
9:30 a.m. on Sundays. A recording of the 
services will also be available via YouTube. 

To access the ONLINE services go to the 
church webpage — www.nashvilleumc.com 
— and follow the instructions there. Thank 
you to Jay and David for their leadership! 
Be sure to be in church (in-person or online) 
to support their witness.  

July 12 Jay Hancock 
July 19 Jay Hancock 
July 26 David Phelps 

Many thanks to members of the Chancel 
Choir who are serving as song leaders for 
worship and who are singing solos and 
duets as special music. At this time choir 
gatherings for singing are considered to be 
potential hotspots for the spread of 
COVID-19 so rehearsals are limited to very 
small groupings.  

Sunday Morning Learning and 
Sharing Continues 

Would you like to be part of a class on 
Sunday morning? Attend a group like United 
Methodist Women or the Women’s Tribe or 
Listening Prayer?  Here’s what’s happening:  

Basement Bunch — meets at 8:15, Sunday 
mornings at the Village Green Pavilion.  If you’d like 
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to attend or have questions about the group email 
teacher David Shaffer at  
dshaffer1024@yahoo.com.   
 
Upper Room Class — will meet most Sundays in 
Classroom B (basement). Call Bruce Marks at 
812-720-1014 for more information.  

Women’s “Tribe” — meets as schedules allow. For 
more information contact Barb Kelp at 
barbkelp@sbcglobal.net.  

United Methodist Women — resumed in-person 
meetings with picnic at Deer Run Park on July 2. 
Information about future meetings will be available as 
circumstances are assessed.  For questions contact 
Linda Todd at ljtodd@gmail.com or call 
812-287-2489.  

Chancel Choir — public singing is not considered 
advisable at this time so rehearsals have not 
resumed.  A social gathering for the choir will be at 
the home of Tammera Lane on Sunday, July 12 at 
4:00 p.m. For more information contact Tammera at 
freespiritcelt@yahoo.com.  

Green Room — will meet via Zoom at 11:00 .m. 
Contact Bill or Linda Todd for access to Zoom 
invitation.  

Sweeter Than Honey Class — will not meet during 
July. Will resume on August 2 at 10:45 a.m., probably 
in the church basement. For more information 
contact Michael Cartwright at 
mcartwright@uindy.edu.  

Youth and Children’s Sunday School — not 
currently meeting in-person. At- home lessons 
prepared weekly by Amanda Middleton for 
-aged children. For more information contact 
Amanda at yellowbrkr217@yahoo.com.  

Listening Prayer — Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. Will 
not meeting during July. Will resume Aug. 5 either via 
Zoom or in-person. For more information contact 
Pastor Mary at mary.cartwright@nashvilleumc.com 
or call cell phone at 317-340-1717. How are NUMC 
Finances in the Wake of the Pandemic?  

How are NUMC Finances in the 
Wake of the Pandemic? 
It’s hard to believe that summer is here – 
outdoor hikes, gardening, and outside clean-up!   

The Finance Committee, Pastor Mary, Church 
Council, and church staff all want to THANK 
YOU for your ongoing contributions and 
generosity during the first 6 months of 2020!  

From a budgeting standpoint, we were 
uncertain what impact that the pandemic and 
the lack of physical worship services would 
have on our church’s financial position.  

God is good, and “All is possible with God”…
because the financial health of Nashville United 
Methodist is GOOD!  Here is a brief update for 
you… 

• We are thankful to all of you, as our 
gifts, especially pledges, continue to 
fully cover our operating expenses. We 
are grateful that we have been fortunate 
to receive unbudgeted gifts, and several 
annual pledges have been gifted in 
single, annual payments. So we give 
thanks to God, and to our fellow 
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NUMC seeking administrative assistant. 
25 hours/week; exact hours negotiable. 
Coordinate church communications and 
manage church office. Send resume to 
Mr. David Shaffer 
at nashvillemetho@sbcglobal.net. For 
more information and full job description, 
call 988-4666. Application deadline: July 
28.


Please pass this on to folks who might 
be interested and qualified for the 
position! 
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congregants for keeping pledges up-to-
date during this time.   

• As you would expect with the COVID 
closure, building operating expenses 
such as utilities and worship expenses 
are running below the monthly 
forecasted spending. This will likely 
balance out over the coming months of 
the year.   

• Our church mortgage is down to ~ 
$56,000 from ~$68,000 year-end 2019 
as designated monthly gifts continue to 
help us slightly accelerate our mortgage 
pay-off. Consider this another way to 
give alms to God! 

• We recently applied for and were 
rewarded a $3200 “Connect through 
Technology Grant” from the Indiana 
Center for Congregations. The purpose 
of the grant was to assist our 
congregation in staying connected. The 
timing of this grant was “provident” as 
church leadership has been recently 
discussing the need to upgrade our 
communications technology. Thanks to 
Pastor Mary for spearheading this 
opportunity! 

• CONVENIENT ELECTRONIC GIVING:  
Remember, you can contribute 
electronically by setting-up on-line giving 
at your bank or through the ONLINE 
GIVING button found on the church 
website (nashvilleumc.com).    

We are weathering the financial impact of the 
pandemic very well from a financial, and more 
importantly, in our faith and spiritual lives as 
well.  For that – we are grateful and give 
humble thanks to God – and look forward to 
hopefully seeing all of you in Church on July 5.  

Harry Norris 
Chairperson, NUMC Finance Committee 

CONFRONTING RACISM IN  
ACTIVE WAYS —THOUGHTS 
FROM PASTOR MARY 

We have always known, of course, that we live 
in a white-dominated culture; white people 
benefit greatly from that society bias.  As we 
know, no one living today created this bias but 
we are all participate and benefit from it. It 
doesn’t mean that you are a bad, racist person 
but each of us must acknowledge that 
privileges for whites leave BIPOC (black, 
indigenous, people of color) in a less-than-
privileged environment.  

This is not a new problem. The United 
Methodist Church was formed out of the desire 
to integrate a deeply segregated church, and 
we have well-developed theological principles 
against racism.   1

However, the effort to actively work against 
racism has been lacking and that failure is 
bubbling up into the kind of frustration that 
leads to protest. We have seen this In the wake 
of the death of George Floyd and many other 
black people who have been killed. We must 
work to live out our stated principles with 
greater vigor.  

Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan tells us 
to look beyond barriers of race and class to see 
the human being and to treat our neighbors as 
we treat ourselves. Jesus repeatedly talks 

 The United Methodist Church proclaims the value of each person as a unique child of God and commits itself to the 1

healing and wholeness of all persons. The United Methodist Church recognizes that the sin of racism has been destructive 
to its unity throughout its history. Racism continues to cause painful division and marginalization. The UMC shall confront 
and seek to eliminate racism, whether in organizations or in individuals, in every facet of its life and in society at large. The 
UMC shall work collaboratively with others to address concerns that threaten the cause of racial justice al all times and in 
all places. Division I, Article 5, The Constitution of the United Methodist Church. See UM Book of Discipline. 
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about loving as God loves — that such love is 
both sacrificial and filled with compassion for 
those who are hurting.  

In the wake of the recent turmoil over racism 
and violence against black people, we’ve held 
two church meetings via Zoom. Those meetings 
were well-attended with some good ideas for 
action presented. Heather Mollo has generously 
made several books available to our church 
library that she read as a part of a training in 
implicit bias. I encourage you to check them 
out:  

• The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration 
in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle 
Alexander.  

• White Fragility: Why Its So Hard for 
White People to Talk about Racism by 
Robin DiAngelo.  

• Why Are all the Black Kids Sitting 
Together in the Cafeteria: and Other 
Conversations about Race by Beverly 
Daniel Tatum 

• Growing Up White: A Veteran Teacher 
Reflects on Racism by Julie Landsman.  

Many other resources are available through the 
public library and through the United Methodist 
Church’s Commission on Religion and Race 
website.  

Obviously, this is not a new issue and it is not 
easily solved. We are not expected to “fix” the 
problem, but we are called to do our part.   

I hope that you’ll continue to learn and to work 
on self-examination about the ways that you 
personally and we as a church can become 
actively anti-racist. Another meeting via Zoom 
will be coming up on August 11 to continue to 
explore this effort and hear the ideas that you 
have about our church’s work in this area. 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Mary  

FallFare Date is Set for October 4 
with Plans for  
In-Person and Online Gathering  

October 4 is FallFare and, yes, plans are 
underway!  As with most public gatherings 
things will be different!   

FallFare Booths which involve people in close 
proximity and which require a lot of pre-FallFare 
pricing and sorting will not be held.  Unexpected 
Treasure, the Book Nook, and the Christmas 
Booth will definitely be set aside for this year. If 
you are making handmade items or are  
gathering items, artwork and baskets for the 
Silent Auction, please continue!  The exact 
configuration of booths has not yet been 
determined.  

Keep watch for more information and plans as 
the time grows closer. The outreach made 
possible with FallFare funds is important and 
plans are going forward to raise those Mission 
Dollars! Every FallFare $ is a gift to 
someone in need!  
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Five Stewardship Suggestions to 
Promote Anti-Racism 

(from UMC Discipleship Ministries website): 

• Fund Anti-Racism Ministry in Your 
Church 

• Add Anti-Racism to Someone’s Job 
Description 

• Invest in Education for Leadership to 
Better Understand Racism 

• Establish Policies to Examine Diversity 
in Your Church’s Vendors 

• Identify Ethnic Churches That Might be 
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What’s Next at NUMC:  Explore 
Your Spiritual Gifts 

Planning is difficult these days. We make 
plans knowing that a resurgence of the 
Covid-19 virus could change those plans, 
and then we are not sure how to plan and 
prepare when we’re still working to keep 
social distance.   

It’s a good time to ask an important question:  
What are the spiritual gifts that we bring 
to this time?’ What gifts has God given to 
our church for the purposes and plans 
that God has for us? 

In August we’ll be talking about those questions 
and you will have the opportunity to consider 
your spiritual gifts. Maybe you’ve done that 10 
times before or maybe you’ve never considered 
what spiritual gifts God has given to you.  Not 
only do we need to re-consider our gifts from 
time to time — how we understand those gifts 
and how we are called to use our gifts changes 
depending on our circumstances and even the 
seasons of our lives.  So mark your calendars 
now and plan to participate!  

• All church members and participants are 
asked to complete the Spiritual Gifts 
Inventory — either online or it will be mailed 
to you depending on your preference. August 
16-25.  

• Explore your Spiritual Gifts with a trained 
guide. Laura and Dick Young will provide 
insights and teaching about how to 
understand the unique combination of YOUR 
spiritual gifts, abilities and experiences on 
August 18 and September 1. Individual 
appointments will be available on September 
15 for those who desire them.   

• A Matter of the Heart. Be part of the 
Worship Series beginning August 16.  

Discover more about what your Spiritual 
S.H.A.P. E. (Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities, 
Personality, Experiences) and how to unlock 
your God-given SHAPE for Life.  

UMCOR RESPONDS TO COVID-19 

Since the start of the coronavirus outbreak, 
UMCOR has been working with health boards, 
medical professionals, disaster management 
coordinators and faith leaders to prevent the 
further spread of the coronavirus. Partners in 
China, Africa and the Philippines have already 
received solidarity grants. Training materials 
have been developed and disseminated in four 
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Dear NUMC Family,  
 Thank you for your constant prayers, 
love and support of our family. We felt like we 
were home as we said goodbye to Bev during 
her funeral service. We remembered many, 
many years of life in the church.  
 Many thanks to the team of people who 
made the funeral possible in this COVID 
environment. We know there was an 
abundance of preparations and cleaning 
afterward. Thank you for that so we could 
celebrate Bev’s passing to heaven in a place 
that feels like home to us.  

       
 Jim Kelp and family  
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languages to facilitate online trainings focused 
on preparedness and prevention. 

Through the COVID-19 Response Fund, 
UMCOR is releasing grants to equip partners 
who assist vulnerable populations around the  
world impacted by COVID-19, including racial/
ethnic and indigenous communities in the 
United States. Grants address pressing needs 
in the areas of health, food insecurity, water, 
sanitation and hygiene and economic instability 

Many cities around the country have hosted 
protests in response to the death of George 
Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and too 
many others to name. Some cities have also 
been adversely affected by negative acts such 
as riots and looting. 

In response, Global Ministries is offering grants 
to United Methodist annual conferences to 
stand in solidarity with those who are voicing 
their opposition to racial injustice, as well as to 
stand in the gap for communities that have 
been adversely affected by the demonstrations. 
The United Methodist Voluntary Services 
solidarity grants, funded by the Human 
Relations Day Offering, can be used to provide 
resources for peaceful demonstrations. UMVS 
solidarity grants can also be used for food, 
access to medication and rebuilding efforts for 
communities impacted by negative acts. 

Join the UMCOR Response 
with your gift today online or 
with checks payable to 
NUMC and “UMCOR” in the 
memo line.  

THOUGHTS AND THANK YOUS!  

Thank you for your patience in the midst of the 
Covid-19 Time of Sheltering-in-Place. Preparing 
online services has been a joy but also a 
challenge. Much of my work time shifted from 
things like this newsletter to time spent in 
preparing and editing worship videos and 
managing technological challenges.  

Thanks so much to Rob Taylor for his 
assistance with videography and sound; to 
Tammera Lane for her efforts in working with 
soloists, staying connected with the choir and 
keeping our music program going in an online 
format.  Thank you to Amanda Middleton and 
David Phelps for their efforts in staying 
connected with youth and families.  

Thanks to the Trustees (Georgia Harris, Gary 
Manning, Rhea Ellen Boley, Jeff Barnes, Mary 
Hancock, Denny Smith, and Dennis Rhodes) 
for their work in preparing the building for use 
and also to Annette Kleeman, our custodian, for 
her great work in keeping the building clean 
                  (continued on next page) 
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Prayer Joys and Concerns 

Celebrating the 40th wedding anniversary of Nancy and Gary Manning. The family of Piper 
Placencia and Valencia Placencia. Mike Scott; Nel Hamilton; Don Sooby (surgery on July 9); 
Denise Rhodes; parents of Connie Rhodes;  those in addiction recovery, John Davis; Louise 
Miller; Ray Dillinger; family of Beverly Kelp; those suffering from COVID; those facing 
uncertain economic future because of unemployment or limited employment; Connie 
Rhodes’ friends Jim, Cristy and Brady; the work of anti-racism in the church; for youth and 
children during summer break and the schools as preparations are made to return to school.  

***************************** 

In Memoriam 

Beverly Ann (Robertson) Kelp 
May 6, 1938 - May 31, 2020 
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We will resume birthdays and anniversaries in 
the August newsletter.  

Thank you to Paula Mitchell for keeping the 
office going. Paula will be retiring in August and 
we will miss her!  

Thanks to all of your for your prayers and moral 
support to me and to each other over these last 
few months. All have experienced some 
disappointment: cancelled travel plans, not 
getting to see grandbabies or other family, 
loneliness, anxiety and other challenges. But 
there have also been gifts along the way — 
always we are connected in Christ and God  

continues to weave us into his sacred vine to 
bear fruit for the kingdom. What a gift of grace!  

In Christ,  
Pastor Mary
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NEW PHONE NUMBER  
FOR CHURCH PARSONAGE 

812-994-9009 

Pastor Mary’s cell phone 
remains the same: 317-340-1717


