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The Voice 
   on the Village Green  
 
Nashville United Methodist Church 
36 S. Jefferson St. 
PO Box 518 
Nashville, IN. 47448 

M A R C H  2 0 2 1   
 

40 Days of Lent 

 
With Ash Wednesday on February 17, the 40 days of Lent began. 
(If you actually do the counting, remember not to count the Sun-
days. Every Sunday is a “little Easter” even during Lent.  

 

40 days of reading scripture — see the Lent Scripture calendar 
sent to you in your Lenten packet.  

 

40 days of prayer — give particular attendance to your prayer 
practices during Lent:  Prayer in the morning, prayer at mealtimes, 
prayer as you end your day.  

 

40 days of reflection — each week is a different theme with a dif-
ferent object:  ashes, bread, cross, coins, shoes, oil, coats, towels, 
thorns, stones. What do these ordinary objects have to teach us 
about God’s extraordinary grace?  

 

40 days of spiritual growth — follow the breadcrumbs. God scat-
ters “bread crumbs” throughout the path to faith — which crumbs 
need your attention this year? Patience, compassion, self-control, 
standing up for someone, gratitude, honesty, generosity, putting 
someone else’s needs before your own, serious soul searching? 
Give the forms of sustenance God has provided you with the at-
tention they deserve. 

 

40 days of love — “Abide in my love and you shall bear much 
fruit” (John 15:5-9). “Love one another as I have loved you (John 
13:34). “Greater love has no one than this:  to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends” (John 15:13).  
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February Birthdays 

02-02 Jim Brunnemer 
02-03 Dave Miller 
02-04 Chris Kirlin 
02-07 Bob Zeigler 
02-08 Brooke Dixon 
 Cora Phelps 
 Henry Middleton 
02-11 Heather Mollo 
02-15 Martha Sechler 
02-17 Amanda Middleton 
02-19 Breeland Phelps 
02-21 Austen Deckard 
02-22 Georgia Harris 
02-24 Kristi Roush 
 Steve Mollo 
02-26 Paula Mitchell 
 Tom Heaton 

February Anniversaries 

02-04 Chris & Bob Kirlin 
02-14 Pam & Tom Crawford 
02-25 Susan & Carl Douglas 

March Birthdays 

03-01 John Holm 
03-03 Lu Cregar 
03-05 Riley Pardue 
 Noah Pardue 
03-06 Avis Kress 
 Hannah Lawrence 
03-11 Bob Earl 
 Tammera Lane 
03-15 Chandler Browning 
 Kathy Roberts 
03-16 John Wayne Zeigler 
03-18 Jeff Barnes 
03-20 Brittany Davis-Swinford 
03-21 Mark Dixon 
 David Hoefling 
03-22 Brian Lawrence 
03-23 Terry Beckinger 
02-28 Judy Brown 

March Anniversaries 

03-09 Mary & Michael Cartwright 
03-10 Ruthann & Martin Bailey 
03-13 Diana & Kevin Wright 

We missed February celebratory announcements 
for birthdays and anniversaries, so we wanted to 
circle back around for those. Hope everyone had 
one had a wonderful day of celebration and wish 

the same for all those to come this March! 

Love God,  Love Others,  

Pass It On! 

Joys and Concerns 

Celebrating the birth of Layla Marie Bryant on March 1, 2021; she is welcomed into the family of Lacey and 
Heath Bryant and big brother Harrison. Her maternal grandparents are Rhea Ellen Boley and the late Jeff Boley. Wel-
come to the world, Layla!  

Prayers of healing for Jim Brunnemer, Jeff Barnes, Marilyn Bean, Michael Cartwright, Cindy Moore, Ellory (age 8) 
with a challenging medical condition; Jenny Johnson, John Davis, Dottie Weir, Cora Miller. 

Prayers for Those Who Grieve 

For Harold Stroud, brother of Marilyn Bean, who has terminal cancer.  
For the family of Ryan Willcoxen, a teacher in BC who died very suddenly leaving a wife and six-year-old daughter.  
For Norman Knight and Becky Courtney-Knight and his family at the death of Norman’s brother Dennis.   
For all those who grieve the death of Nel Hamilton, Ray Dillinger and Chet Kylander.  
 

For friends and neighbors, near and far, who have lost loved ones from Covid, who have lost jobs and well-being.  
 

Celebrating the kindness and care offered in our community through food pop-ups, feeding ministries, “check-in” 
efforts like TRIAD and many other ways people are helping each other every day.  
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Our Life Together 

GENERAL CONFERENCE  
POSTPONED UNTIL 2022 

 

The Commission on General Conference announced last week 
that the 2020 General Conference has now been postponed un-
til August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, MN as the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect the safety of mass gath-
erings and travel.   

It is the Commission’s responsibility to select the site and set the 
dates of General Conference. Further, the Book of Disci-
pline requires the Commission on the General Conference to 
"take necessary measures to assure full participation of all Gen-
eral Conference delegates." The Commission concluded that 
mandate was not achievable by means of either an in-person 
meeting in 2021 or a virtual meeting. 

There will be a 2021 Special Session of General Conference that 
will meet virtually for one day in May with a period of paper bal-
loting to follow. This Special Session will consider only 12 pieces 
of legislation that will enable the church to effectively continue 
its work until the next General Conference can be held.  
 
If you’d like to read more about the rationale for the decision, 
go to www.resourceumc.org and search for “General Confer-
ence Postponed.”  
 
What is General Conference and why is this important?  
 
General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United 
Methodist Church. The assembly meets at the beginning of each 
quadrennium (every 4 years) to consider revisions to church 
law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public 
policy and economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets 
for church-wide programs for the next four years. General Con-
ference is made up of clergy and lay delegates from all Annual 
Conferences in the U.S. and around the world, notably the Phil-
ippines, many countries in Africa and parts of Europe.  
 

The General Conference of 2020 was poised to make critical de-
cisions about the future of the United Methodist Church. A Pro-
tocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation had been 
developed which many believed would be the solution for the 
church with two and possibly three new Methodist denomina-
tions being formed as a result. The continued delay creates diffi-
culties for denominational planning and uncertainty about mis-
sional direction; perhaps it also creates more time for getting 
plans right when the time for decisions is finally here.  

New Edition of The Upper 
Room has Arrived! 

The March-April edition of The Upper Room is 
now availabel. Visit the church office to pick up 
a full-sized or pocket copy. 

ONLINE GIVING  

Go to www.nashvilleumc.com and 

click the online giving button. It’s 

quick and easy!   

In-Person Worship  
Begins March 28 for  
Palm/Passion Sunday  
 

With the Covid cases decreasing, vaccinations 
increasing and Brown County in the yellow 
zone (on a scale of red, orange, yellow, blue), 
and procedures in place from the Board of 
Trustees, the Church Council agreed to have us 
return to in-person worship on March 28.   
 
Our plan for in-person worship can be found 
on p. 7 of this newsletter so that it can be easi-
ly posted in your home. Should the Covid color 
change in Brown County (according to the 
ISDH website), our arrangements for worship 
would change. Any changes will be posted on 
the church website and Facebook page.  Right 
now in the YELLOW ZONE, we would have in-
person worship for up to 75 people and small 
groups could meet either online or in the Fel-
lowship Hall or sanctuary.  
 
Worship will be held at 10:30 a.m., and classes 
meet according to their own schedules; each 
class will decide whether to meet in person or 
via Zoom and that schedule will be available.  
 
Online Worship will continue. You will still be 
able to participate in worship via Live Stream 
on Sundays at 10:30am or later in the week 
when pre-recording. Go to 
www.nashvilleumc.com and click the YouTube 
icon.  

http://www.nashvilleumc.com
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Fallfare Update 

God is good and you are all amazing!  With your generous giving, 
our virtual Fallfare was a success with $11,400.00 being 
raised!  And did any of us really miss these? 1.  Tent detail. 
2.  Having to hunt for a parking spot in downtown Nashville on a 
fall weekend. 3.  Coming home with someone else’s trash as your 
treasure. 4.  Putting on weight from the all the pie, candy and 
other treats usually consumed.  This past year has impacted our 
church in so many ways.  It is a joy though to see that Fallfare did 
not become a casualty of the pandemic but was able to continue 
the great tradition of helping others.  

The 2020 FallFare checks have been distributed and will support 
the work of the following organizations:   

Access Brown County                                 $500.00 
Mother’s Cupboard                                 $1,000.00 
Africa University                                          $200.00 
Br. Co. Backpack                                          $500.00 
Beta Teen Center                                         $500.00 
NUMY                                                             $200.00 
Boy Scouts                                                     $200.00 
NUMC Open Hearts Fund                           $780.00 
Career Resource Center                              $300.00 
Br. Co. Playhouse                                         $250.00 
Conference Camps – undesignated          $300.00 
Pregnancy Care Center                               $200.00 
Cub Scouts                                                    $200.00 
Recycle Force                                               $300.00 
DO SOMETHING BROWN COUNTY           $500.00 
Salvation Army                                             $500.00 
Girl Scouts                                                     $300.00 
St Vincent Depaul                                        $500.00 
God’s Grace                                                  $200.00 
Standout Ministry                                        $300.00 
Habitat for Humanity                                  $500.00 
TRIAD                                                             $500.00 
Lebanon Children’s Home                          $200.00 
Turning Point                                                $500.00 
Lucille Raines House                                    $500.00 
UMCOR Disaster Relief                               $570.00 
Mission Guatemala                                      $500.00 
Northern Br. Co. Food Alliance                  $400.00 

 
SAVE THE DATE:  FALLFARE 2021 – OCTOBER 2nd 
We are planning for a live 2021 Fallfare.  More details to follow in 
the coming months.  While we are staying at home due to safety 
and health concerns, now would be the perfect time to start sew-
ing, crafting, woodworking, etc. for Fallfare booths.  If you have 
any new ideas for Fallfare or are willing to chair a booth, please 
contact Fallfare Chair, Heather Mollo at hmollo@sbcglobal.net. 

In the meantime, keep looking up!  

Summer Camp is Back! 

Impact 2818 is bringing summer camp back this 
year with a variety of themed camps, retreats, 
and developmental training courses. COVID-19 
is of course still a thing, so Impact 2818 is com-
mitted to making all of the necessary adjust-
ments to keep everyone safe. 

You don’t have to be Methodist!  Summer camp 
is a great experience for young people of all 
backgrounds. Encourage kids in your neighbor-
hood, your grandchildren, or your best friends 
to consider camp this summer!  

Camp prices have been subsidized this year to 
make it more affordable, and scholarships are 
also available. Registration is open. For sched-
ules and pricing, visit impact2818.org/camps. 

A Word from Our Librarian 
 
The church library is available for people who 
want a quiet place to reflect and pray during the 
Lenten Season and I have a great new book for 
this!  “Windows of the Soul” by Ken Gire has sto-
ries and reflections that will develop a personal 
intimacy with God. If any of you have other 
books that inspire reflections, feel free to donate 
a book to the library! 
 
Blessings to you all, 
Diana Wright 
NUMC Librarian 

mailto:hmollo@sbcglobal.net
https://inumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4e0c6658ba331eb962acedf73&id=861ee11741&e=7093ec9ce9
https://inumc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4e0c6658ba331eb962acedf73&id=cc9209e2ed&e=7093ec9ce9
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• We thank our soloists who 
have sung the hymns and special mu-
sic each week: Julie & Dave Miller, 
Norman & Becky Knight, Amanda 
Middleton, David Phelps, Rachel 
McCoy, Bob Willsey, Mari Miller and 
Michael Cartwright. 

 
• Although having a choir is 

challenging when social distancing is 
necessary, we are excited to plan an-
other recording anthem for East-
er.  How does this work? Choir mem-
bers practice an anthem through a 
practice recording I record and send 
them.  Then they come in, individual-
ly, to record their parts with Rob and 
me.  Rob sends John Oliver all the in-
dividual tracks. 
 

John Oliver then mixes the voices to-
gether and works his magic for a coa-
lescence of voices into a final video, 
to be seen on Easter Sunday.  Even if 
you’ve not sung in the choir recently 
but would like to participate, please 
contact Tammera Lane at 812-322-
9433, or tam-
mera.lane@Nashvilleumc.com

 
• Linda Todd is hard at work 

preparing a bell solo for Lent. 
• Plans are underway for 

NUMC to host several musical 
events in August, through a fairly 
new entity in our area called Riv-
erSong Music, Inc.  They plan to 
hold a 6 day festival called Cham-
berfest Brown County, featuring 
some amazing classical musicians 
in chamber groups.  RiverSong 
Music is an Indiana based non-
profit organization dedicated to 
providing support, education and 
community involvement through 
classical music.  They say “In the 
midst of recent crises, this festival 
can be one of the events that lifts 
our spirits, pulls in music lovers 
from all over the region, and helps 
everyone continue to love Brown 
County.”  
 
Be sure to watch for more news 
along the way.  If you would like to 
be part of the hospitality team for 
the events, please contact Tam-
mera Lane at 812-322-9433, or 
tammera.lane@Nashvilleumc.com 

Hear is What’s Happening in the Music Ministry… 
 

Music continues to shape our worship life together! 

Don’t Forget about the 
Forgotten Clefs!  
 

The Forgotten Clefs, a local renais-
sance wind ensemble, will be pre-
senting their rendition of the story 
of The Very Last Castle by Travis 
Jonker on April 10th. Through mu-
sic, dance, costumes, props, and 
visual projections they will tell a 
story of friendship, courage, and 
diversity. Listen and watch as the 
curious child, Ibb, builds up the 
courage to enter the modern city’s 
castle, despite warnings of mon-
sters, giants, and snakes. You'll 
hear and learn about ancient in-
struments like the sackbut, crum-
horn, and shawm. This program is 
aimed at children ages 5–8, but all 
ages are welcome! Please register 
with a current email address to re-
ceive the Zoom link 
 
You can sign up to see the show at 
the Monroe County Public Library's 
showing on  
April 10: For details, visit https://
mcpl.evanced.info/signup/
EventDetails?eventid=72546  
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 COVID CRITERIA 
Beginning March 28, 2021 Nashville United Methodist Church will begin to operate under the following protocols 

based on ISDH county metrics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metric is updated each Wednesday at noon by the Indiana State Department of Health. 

Metric color will be posted on church Facebook page and website along with information about in-person worship 
the following Sunday. 
 
Additional criteria for in-person worship include:   

 Social distancing is still important.  Therefore, everyone is encouraged to enter through the front doors of the 
building and exit through the rear. We realize that this presents physical challenges for some people so it is 
not a requirement but a recommendation. If you do share the hallway with someone else, be particularly 
attentive. Keeping a distance can be a challenge in the narrow hallway.  

 
 The music for worship will be provided by in-person musicians who remain in the Chancel area (more than 16 

ft from the closest pew) and/or prerecorded. 
 
 All worship participants are expected to wear masks and honor the 6 ft. recommended distance between 

people of different households.  
 
 Classrooms are not large enough and well-enough ventilated to accommodate more than a few people at 

one time so classes are asked to continue to meet online as much as possible.   
 
Even if you and others do not feel sick and do not have any symptoms, you can still spread COVID-19 to family, 
friends, and community. 
Do NOT be around others if you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, if you are sick, or if you 
have tested positive for COVID-19. 
 

Red Orange Yellow Blue 

NO in-person worship or 
ministry gatherings per-
mitted 
 

Worship and small groups 

will be provided online 

In-person and online wor-
ship provided with the fol-
lowing restrictions: 
 
• Worship capacity at 25  
• Facemasks and social 

distancing require 
• Worshippers are en-

couraged to RSVP 
through the church 
office by end of office 
hours on the preceding 
Thursday. 

 
Small Groups and ministries 

are encouraged to be 

online.  Groups may gather 

in Sanctuary or Fellowship 

Hall with social distancing 

and required facemasks. 

In-person and online wor-
ship provided with the fol-
lowing restrictions: 
 
• Worship capacity at 50  
• Facemasks and social 

distancing required 
(facemasks provided if 
needed). 

 
Small Groups and ministries 

are encouraged to be 

online.  Groups may gather 

in Sanctuary or Fellowship 

Hall with social distancing 

and required facemasks. 

In-person and online wor-
ship provided with the fol-
lowing restrictions: 
 
• Worship capacity at 75  
• Facemasks and social 

distancing required 
(facemasks provided if 
needed) 

 
Small Groups and ministries 

may meet with proper so-

cial distancing and required 

facemasks. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html


8 

March 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 2 
 
 

3 4 
 
UMC 9.30a 

5 
 
World Day 
of Prayer 

6 
 
 
 

7 
 

3rd Sunday in 
Lent 
9:30 S.S. 
10:30 Worship 

8 9 10 
 
 

11 12 
 
Scrap-
booking 

13 

14 
 
4th Sunday in 
Lent [Online] 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 

Trustees 7p 

19 

 

 
 
 

    
 

20 
 
 

21 
 
5th Sunday in 
Lent [Online] 
 
Lent Film Se-
ries, 4pm: 
Just  Mercy 

22 
 
 

23 
 
Church 
Council 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 27 

28 
 
Palm/Passion 
Sunday [Online 
& In-Person] 

29 
 
Monday of 
Holy Week 

30 
 
Tuesday of 
Holy Week 

31 
 
Wednesday of 
Holy Week 

 
Holy Week 

03/28 - 04/03 

 
 
Holy Thurs-
day 6:30 pm 
& Online 

  

UMCOR GIVING 
Special Offering: March 28 

Or 
Send Check marked “UMCOR” 
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CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT OF  
ONLINE WORSHIP IMPORTANT TO 

OUR LIFE TOGATHER 
 

As we plan for returning to In-Person Worship, we want to continue to grow 
and develop the skills for online worship that we have developed in the past 
year so that both in-person and online worship are meaningful experienc-
es.   Several people will be attending a workshop to help do just that.  On 
March 16 and 18 a workshop entitled Both/And: Maximizing Hybrid Worship 
Experiences for Online and In-Person Audiences will be offered through Lead-
ership Development of the Indiana Conference for only $20 for as many from 
our church as would like to attend.  If you’re interested, contact Pastor 
Mary.  Currently we have five people who will attend: Donna Marks, Jay Han-
cock, Pastor Mary, Amanda Middleton and Tammera Lane.   

UMCOR SUNDAY  
 
Each year during March we receive a Special Offering for UMCOR. This 
churchwide offering provides funds for the infrastructure of UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) so that when there is a natural disaster or 
other critical emergency, 100% of the funds for relief at that time go to the 
people needing relief.   
 
This year the whole month of March will be UMCOR month. You can send 
your contributions for UMCOR at any time; simply mark UMCOR in the 
memo line of your check or go online and mark the appropriate box. We will 
also have special giving envelopes available for March 28 at our first in-
person service. 

Holy Week and Easter 

Easter Sunday is April 4, and whether you come to church in-person or worship online, it will be a day of giving thanks and cele-
brating the risen Christ!  Christ died for us not so that we would never know challenges, grief, and loss, but rather so that we 
would know his love and presence with us no matter what challenges we face!   
There is a wonderful song written by Nicolas Martinez, a Mexican Methodist, that expresses our Easter joy:  

 
Christ is risen, Christ is living, dry your tears, be unafraid!  
Death and darkness could not hold him, nor the tomb in which he lay.  
Do not look among the dead for one who lives forevermore;  
Tell the world that Christ is risen, make it known he goes before.   
 
If the Lord had never risen, we’d have nothing to believe; 
But his promise can be trusted: “You will live, because I live.”  
As we share the death of Adam, so in Christ we live again;  
Death has lost its sting and terror, Christ the Lord has come to reign. 
 —Nicolas Martinez, 1960; trans. Fred Kaan, 1972.   

 
We will prepare for Easter through Holy Week with some daily meditations prepared by several of our church members.  Be 
sure to watch for those recordings send out by email and posted on Facebook, March 29 – April 3.  
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Mission Guatemala Mission Trip Cancelled Again for 2022 
 

The mission team of youth and adults who had planned to serve at Mission Guatemala in 2020 has recently learned 
that Mission Guatemala is cancelling trips in 2021 also.  There are several reasons for this:  
 
 Pana and San Andres are under a red status.  They have been red and yellow, 

but infections are on the rise (as of February).  
 The State Department and the CDC have travel warnings saying do not travel 

to Guatemala. 
 One of the Methodist Church's three key goals is to "Do no harm."  Bringing 

teams into Guatemala opens the possibility that team members can bring the 
Coronavirus into Guatemala.  If this occurred, the trust Mission Guatemala has built with the communities it 
serves could be wiped out in seconds.  Additionally, the poor medical care available in Guatemala puts at risk the 
communities from spreading infection if teams bring the infection there. 

 It is currently required that people with any of the Covid symptoms quarantine before returning to the US.  An 
additional requirement is for those who have been around the symptomatic person to also quarantine.  Some 
common travel conditions, runny nose or abdominal discomfort, are also Covid symptoms making the likelihood 
of quarantining for the entire team a real possibility. 

 Travel insurance will not be issued for those traveling to countries under a red status due to Covid. 
 
Our youth minister, David Phelps, is currently exploring other options for encouraging our youth and providing a 
meaningful experience of renewal and Christian formation. Stay tuned for more information!  


